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MESSAGE FROM CHAIR

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Aboriginal Sports Circle of the NWT (ASCNWT) was established in 1999 to ensure
Indigenous residents of the north had access to more equitable sport, recreation, and
physical activity opportunities. At ASCNWT, we envision a future of healthy, active and
culturally connected Indigenous communities.
This past year has been challenging for ASCNWT as we continually learn to live with and
navigate through the COVID-19 pandemic. Due to a rise and decline in COVID-19 cases
throughout the year, programming and events have been inconsistent. Staff have done a
tremendous job at navigating the public health restrictions and where possible, adapting
programming to ensure that ASCNWT is meeting their objectives. Like many people and
organizations across the territory, ASCNWT has felt the impact of the pandemic on our
organization and our goals. Our strategic plan will take longer to accomplish and may
need to be adapted as we navigate through what new “normal” looks like.
Despite the pandemic, ASCNWT had several successes in 2021/22. We were able to
deliver programming in, or partner with over 20 communities, 10 Territorial Sport
Organizations and several community organizations to deliver meaningful programming
and leadership development opportunities. The return to some in-person activities
meant that we were able to train local leaders in the Aboriginal Coaching Modules as
well as continue with our Northern and Dene Games instructor training. In February
2022, in partnership with Hockey NWT and NWT Amateur Softball Association, we
opened a Multi-Sport Training Facility dedicated to being a space where membership
from all three organizations could train and participate in coach and officials training.
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As public health restrictions begin to ease, ASCNWT is excited to get back to regular
programming and events. We are shifting our focus from navigating the pandemic
to helping the territory recover from the last couple of years. We are looking forward
to hosting our signature events along with new programming and the 2023 North
American Indigenous Games.
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
For the year ended March 31, 2022

REVENUES
Contributions - Canada - Sport for Social Development
Contributions - GNWT MACA - BL
Contributions - GNWT ECE - IL
Contributions - MACA
Contributions - GNWT MACA - COVID-19
Contributions - GNWT MACA - ILP
Contributions - GNWT MACA - WCLP
Aboriginal Sports Circle
Contributions deferred - opening
Contributinos deferred - closing
Other revenue
Registration Fees

2022

2022

2021

Budget
(Unaudited)

Actual

Actual

516,440
175,000
60,000
139,560
800,000
408,052
17,500
42,500

387,329
175,000
60,000
283,000
800,000
24,500
648,382
(1,010,937)
96,492
(2,646)

218,971
175,000
50,000
60,000
59,017
186,080
800,000
879,592
(648,382)
11,032
2,850

2,159,052

1,461,120

1,794,160

93,117
751,036
519,315
123,067
34,052
230,413

123,683
705,443
132,361
149,937
110,337
239,359

99,405
591,225
53,175
119,339
13,056
165,246

1,751,000

1,461,120

1,041,446

408,052

-

752,714
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Administration
Staff or instructor costs
Travel expenses
Grants
Rent and fees paid
Other

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenses before other
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C O M M U N I T Y

COMMUNITIES THAT
ACCESSED COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

10
Fort Providence
Fort Simpson
Lutselk’e
Fort Smith
Hay River
Inuvik
Gameti
Behchoko
K’atl’odeeche
Fort Resolution

TSO PARTNERSHIPS

5
Hockey North
Softball NWT
Basketball NWT
Soccer NWT
Ski NWT
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D E V E L O P M E N T

The Community Development Program was designed to assist communities
with sport, recreation and cultural activities that are meaningful and beneficial
to the community and its participants. Our goal is to work with organizations
and/or communities based on their needs and desires to build capacity in their
programming to get residents active. We strive to remove as many barriers as
possible to ensure everyone has access to sport and recreation. The Aboriginal
Sports Circle of the NWT (ASCNWT) is working to create strong partnerships
with volunteers, recreation leaders, schools, and Territorial Sport Organizations
(TSO’s).
Through the Community Development Program, we have been able to connect
with people of all ages and build partnerships. In the 2021/2022 fiscal year,
we were challenged by the restrictions of the pandemic, but that did not stop
community members from accessing our Community Development Program.
We had a lot of interest and worked closely to support communities and TSO’s
in any way we could.
We have partnered with several TSO’s to support their sport initiatives.
Our goal is to get TSO’s into communities by being the bridge between the
organizations and the community. We’ve had requests from TSO’s to assist
with running workshops, building capacity and equipment assistance. Together
we aim to provide sport and recreation to communities and deliver quality
programming.
ASCNWT has begun a partnership with Canadian Tire Jumpstart, an initiative
aimed at helping kids overcome financial and accessibility barriers in an effort
to provide inclusive play. Currently we are working with Jumpstart to provide
training for TSOs and assisting with the application process.

ORGANIZATIONS ASSISTED

TOTAL COST $313,846

16
Fort Simpson Speed Skating
Inuvik Ski
Gameti Golf
Lutselk’e Skating
Fort Resolution Canskate
Gameti Skating
Fort Providence Archery
Slide Zone Shredderz
Behchoko Recreation
Foster Family Coalition
Fort Simpson Softball League
Lutselk’e On the Land Dene Games
LKDFN Traditional Games
Deninu Elders and Youth Dene Games Camp
Dene Nation Youth Group
Deh Gah School

2% Admin & Freight
43% Grant & Donations
5% Rental Fees
38% Staff & Instructors*
4% Supplies & Equipment
8% Travel

* Due to Covid-19 restrictions,
we were unable to run some of
our programming. This resulted
in our staff & instructor costs
being a higher percentage than
previous years.
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T E R R I T O R I A L

S P O R T

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S
The Northern Games NT and the Dene Games NT (NG/
DG) Territorial Sport Organizations are designed to
promote cultural pride and understanding through
participation in the traditional survival and social games.
Both TSO’s are operated and organized by newly
restructured working groups established by ASCNWT. We
provide training opportunities for instructors, organize
demonstrations for large events and work at growing the
sports across the North.

COMMUNITIES REPRESENTED

12
Fort Providence
Fort Liard
K’atl’odeeche
Deline
Behchoko
Hay River
Fort Smith
N’dilo
Yellowknife
Inuvik
Dettah
Sambaa K’e

With Covid-19 being prominent in communities
throughout the Northwest Territoires (NT), it was difficult
to travel to deliver programming. However, we still
managed to deliver NG/DG to 8 different communities.

INTRODUCTORY KITS
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions we provided communities
and non-profit organizations with premade NG/DG
Introductory Equipment Kits. We were able to distribute
over 40 NG/DG Introductory Equipment Kits across
the NT to help schools, organizations, and community
members participate in Northern and Dene Games. It’s
our hope these kits will continue to build capacity within
the sports.
Seven Indigenous artists were hired to make traditional
equipment for these kits which included working with
hide, sealskin and canvas. The kits were available on an
application-basis and demand was high. We have been
contacted by individuals and organizations from all over
Canada interested in purchasing equipment to run their
own programming.
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INSTRUCTIONAL VIDOES
ASCNWT have been creating instructional videos for
NG/DG. In 2021, we were able to wrap up the Northern
Games portion of the filming which included traveling
into the Beaufort Delta to film Elders and youth within the
region. We are now focusing on the Dene Games’ videos
and will work with Dene Elders and youth for filming.

INSTRUCTOR TRAINING
We hosted a successful NG/DG instructor training in July
of 2021 with 18 participants and 6 training staff, coming
from Behchoko, Yellowknife, Inuvik, Dettah, Sambaa K’e,
and Hay River.

TOTAL COST $195,003
2% Admin
3% Rental Fees
28% Staff & Instructor*
56% Supplies & Equipment
11% Travel

* Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we
were unable to run some of our
programming. This resulted in our
staff & instructor costs being a higher
percentage than previous years.
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T E R R I T O R I A L

S P O R T

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

TRAINING

Archery NT is a TSO operated and organized by a newly
restructured working group established by ASCNWT. It’s
purpose is to advise ASCNWT on ways to build the sport
in the NT and how to best provide support to athletes,
coaches and officials

Archery NT was able to send five individuals to complete
their Level 1 Archery Coaching Course in October 2021.
These coaches have moved on to work with ASCNWT in
their archery programming as well as assist with officiating
at archery events. We plan on continuing to provide
opportunities to help community volunteers, athletes and
develop grassroots programming.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, archery programming
took a long pause, but since the opening of the MultiSport Training Facility (MSTF) (p. 18), we have been able to
offer archery again to the North.

TOTAL COST $97,293

COMMUNITIES REPRESENTED

9
Fort McPherson
Fort Simpson
Fort Smith
Hay River
Inuvik
Lutsel K’e
Tsiigehtchic
Tuktoyaktuk
Yellowknife

ARCHERY KIT INITIATIVE
Archery NT did an application-based initiative where
people throughout the NT could apply for an Archery
Starter Kit. These kits were created to give families in
communities the opportunity to try archery. Preference
was given to archery athletes who may not have the
means of purchasing their own equipment, allowing
them to continue training during the pandemic. Also
prioritized were individuals that would use the kits for
hunting and harvesting. It was our hope that by getting
archery equipment into the communities it would drum
up interest in our programming. We were able to deliver
25 archery kits to families in 9 different communities.

1% Admin
21% Rental Fees
28% Staff & Instructor*
31% Supplies & Equipment
19% Travel

* Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we
were unable to run some of our
programming. This resulted in our
staff & instructor costs being a higher
percentage than previous years.
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L E A D E R S H I P D E V E L O P M E N T
Leadership Development Programs are a set of activities/workshops/trainings that prepare current and future leaders
(coaches/athletes/volunteers/officials) to perform effectively in their roles within our communities. Through the
programming, participants have the opportunity to improve their skills in areas such as: decision making, strategy,
relationship building, agility & adaptability, creativity, critical thinking, conflict management, communication and time
management.

COMMUNITIES REPRESENTED

5
Fort Smith
Fort Simpson
Yellowknife
Tulita
Deline

NUMBER OF TSO PARTNERS

10
NWT Soccer
NWT Snowboard
Hockey NWT
Archery NT
NWT Judo Association
Table Tennis North
Dene Games NT
Northern Games NT
Cross Country Ski NT
Basketball NWT

ABORIGINAL COACHING MODULES (ACM)
The ACM workshop is a professional development training
tool for Indigenous and non-Indigenous coaches who
coach Indigenous athletes, as they become certified
through the National Coaching Certification Program.
The material in the ACM has been developed to meet
the following learning objectives: Understanding the role
of sport in Indigenous communities; Understanding and
positively influencing the community in which you coach;
Coaching the whole person; Coaching beyond the physical
to include the mental, spiritual and cultural; Responding
to racism in sport; Establishing a code of behaviour
for your team that respects differences and addresses
racism; Helping those you coach make healthy lifestyle
choices.
Even with the difficulties of maneuvering through the
Covid-19 pandemic which created adversities
to in-person programming, ASCNWT was able to offer five
ACM’s, in four regions, throughout the NT from November
through to March.

TOTAL COST $222,441
2% Administration
2% Grants
4% Rentals
62% Staff & Instructors*
12% Supplies & Equipment

INDIGENOUS COACHING DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM (ICDP)

ABORIGINAL APPRENTICESHIP
COACHING PROGRAM (AACP)

The ICDP has been designed to help TSO’s fund,
mentor, identify and develop Indigenous coaches from
communities across the NT. The ICDP was developed in
2019 and is available to the public and TSO’s as a novel
form of funding for recruiting, supporting, and training
Indigenous coaches from communities across the NT.
TSO’s can apply for our assistance to:

The AACP is a partnership between the Aboriginal
Sport Circle, ASCNWT, the Canada Games Council, and
the Coaching Association of Canada. It provides the
opportunity for each province and territory to send two
(2) coaches of Indigenous ancestry to the Canada Games
as an apprentice coach.

· Fund training or workshops.
· Identify, recruit, and support Indigenous coaches from
communities.
· Provide mentorship opportunities for Indigenous
coaches.
We have worked closely with NWT Snowboard this year
and they are developing capacity within their organization.

INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES:
ACTIVE FOR LIFE
This full-day workshop with its accompanying resources
were created with guidance from Indigenous leaders
throughout the country, with the purpose of inspiring
community leaders looking for culturally tailored
resources that act as a vehicle toward individual and
community holistic development.

We have apprenticeship coaches in both the 2022 Canada
Summer Games and the 2023 Canada Winter Games.

INDIGENOUS LONG-TERM PARTICIPANT
DEVELOPMENT PATHWAY (ILTPD)
This workshop and accompanying resource is designed to
help sport and physical activity leaders and organizations
across Canada enhance their understanding about how
to support Indigenous participants and athletes in their
programming.
For all of our workshops we offer training to be certified
as a Learning Facilitator. Our goal is to have our own
trained Learning Facilitators in the North.

18% Travel

* Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we were unable to run some of our programming. This resulted in
our staff & instructor costs being a higher percentage than previous years.
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E V E N T S
NWT ARCHERY
CHAMPIONSHIPS
MARCH 25-26, 2022
NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS

35
COMMUNITIES REPRESENTED

5
Behchoko
Fort Smith
Hay River
N’Dilo
Yellowknife

The 2021 NWT Archery Championships were initially
set to take place at the Fort Smith Ski Club in the Fall of
2021. Due to the rise of Covid-19 infections in the NT,
The ASCNWT staff and the archers of Fort Smith agreed
to postpone the Championships. With winter around the
corner and our new MSTF opening up, we aimed to host
the championships indoors. After months of renovations
and preparing the facility to host an indoor archery shoot,
we set the date of the 2021 NWT Archery Championships
for March 25th – 26th, 2022.
The timely opening of the MSTF, along with strong out of
town participation made for a successful weekend. The
event included 35 archers, 12 than the previous year,
from across 5 communities. ASCNWT offered a full travel
reimbursement to all participants travelling to Yellowknife,
relieving some of the financial burden from the athletes.
Many communities still had active Covid-19 cases, which
made it difficult to achieve our usual turnout of 40+
archers.
The archery format used was similar to the Arctic Winter
Games and Canada Winter Games. This helped prepare
young archers with aspirations of competing at the major
games. Overall, the event went well and everyone is
excited for year-round shooting in the new facility.
Our aim for the 2022 championship is to return to an
outdoor event, featuring 3D animal targets. We are in talks
with Fort Smith as a possible host.
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TOTAL COST $60,285
2% Administration
6% Food
62% Staff & Instructor*
21% Supplies & Equipment
9% Travel

* Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we
were unable to run some of our
programming. This resulted in our
staff & instructor costs being a higher
percentage than previous years.
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A S C N W T

A W A R D S

D I N N E R

2021 AWARD WINNERS

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, ASCNWT had to cancel the Annual Awards Dinner gathering. Rather than forgo
honouring our award recipients, we decided that we would host smaller celebrations. ASCNWT partnered up with Ollie
Williams Media and travelled into each award winner’s home community and hosted smaller intimate dinners with just
their family and friends. Prior to arranging travel, ASCNWT confirmed with the communities that they were comfortable
with us visiting. As a precaution, all ASCNWT staff members were required to show a negative Covid-19 result the day
before travelling.

SPORT AWARD
KERRY GALUSHA
YELLOWKNIFE

COMMUNITY BUILDER AWARD
COURTNEY LAROCQUE
INUVIK

LANGUAGE & CULTURE AWARD
MARLIN MIERSCH -KING
FORT RESOLUTION

COACH AWARD
MALORIE & DARWIN HARDISTY
FORT SIMPSON

NWTTA TEACHER AWARD
CATHERINE SON
YELLOWKNIFE

RCMP AWARD
APRIL BELL
YELLOWKNIFE

Each trip was unique as different Indigenous cultures had their own ways of honouring their community members. The
trip usually consisted of a feast, an award presentation and fun games to end it off. Ollie Williams Media did an excellent
job at showcasing each individuals’ accomplishments and how important they are to their community. We got to
interview many people in the communities and talk about how well deserved each award winner was. You can watch the
celebrations on our Facebook page. We had great feedback on the event as communities were excited to honour one
of their own. It felt more personal, something that you would not necessarily get in our usual Annual Awards Dinner, in a
room of 200 people.
ASCNWT plans to host the 2022 ASCNWT Awards Dinner at The Explorer Hotel in November of 2022.

TOTAL COST $60,774
6% Advertising & Marketing
10% Food

Derald Taylor, an NT Indigenous artist, made beautiful animal carvings that we presented to the award winners. Each
carving represents an important part of the land of where the recipient is from.

62% Staff & Instructor*
3% Supplies & Equipment
5% Rental Fees
14% Travel Expenses

* Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we were unable to run some of our programming. This resulted in our staff &
instructor costs being a higher percentage than previous years.
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T R A D I T I O N A L

G A M E S

C H A M P I O N S H I P S
The 2022 Traditional Games Championships (TGC)
were set for February 24th - 27th, 2022, in Yellowknife,
NT at William MacDonald School. Due to the rise of
Covid-19 cases in the NT after the holiday break, ASCNWT
decided to cancel the 2022 TGC. In 2021, ASCNWT had
done a virtual TGC, where participants competed in
their hometown and submitted scores online. This was
successful as there were no Covid-19 cases in the small
communities of the NT. This year, many communities of
the NT had active Covid-19 cases so we decided not to
host a virtual TGC.

TOTAL COST $90,452

ASCNWT SCHOLARSHIP
The purpose of the ASCNWT Scholarship is to provide financial assistance to Indigenous NT students who are pursuing a
post-secondary education related to sport, recreation, culture or specifically surrounding Indigenous people. A large part
of ASCNWT’s vision is to develop and support community leaders. It is our belief that, by helping students reach their
academic goals, they will give back to their community as leaders and role models

Davina Mcleod
Aklavik, NT
Davina is in her fourth year of studies at in the Business Administration
program at Calgary’s Southern Alberta Institute of Technology. She is majoring
in Management, with a minor in Energy, Oil & Gas. Her classes were moved
online when the pandemic hit which gave her the opportunity to coach hockey
in her home community of Aklavik this past year. She is an advocate for making
hockey a more inclusive sport for Indigenous athletes.

Nicole Lamouelle
Wekweeti, NT

5% Advertising & Marketing

Nicole is in her 2nd year of the Office Administration program at Aurora
College. She hopes to gain the knowledge and skills to prepare her in the field
of business, self-government, and non-profit organizations. One day she would
like to return her home community of Wekweeti and make a positive impact.

49% Equipment
42% Staff & Instructor*

TOTAL AMOUNT AWARDED

4% Rental Fees

* Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we
were unable to run some of our
programming. This resulted in our
staff & instructor costs being a higher
percentage than previous years.
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MULTI-SPORT TRAINING FACILITY

P A R T N E R S

The Multi-Sport Training Facility (MSTF) is a collaborative project between Hockey NWT, NWT Softball and the ASCNWT
to address ongoing sport barriers in the territory, and to provide a dedicated space for athletes, officials, and coaches to
develop year round.
The MSTF is located in Yellowknife, NT and has been updated with sport flooring, artificial turf, synthetic ice, archery
targets, pitching and batting lanes as well as a space for Northern and Dene Games. The facility helps to address the
limited access to resources and programming due to the high demand of current facilities. ASCNWT has put a lot of time
and effort with the MSTF to ensure that it is a safe space and welcoming to all of our members.
While we do envision the MSTF as a future territorial hub, cabable hosting events outside of our programming. ASCNWT
is focused on using the space to deliver its Archery NT, NG/DG NT, and Leadership Development programming. The first
event held at the MSTF was the 2021 NWT Archery Championships on March 25th- 26th, 2022. In the following weeks,
Archery NT and NG/DG NT began using the facility for training.
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